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Programme specification for Master’s programme in Intellectual Property and Information Technology at Tashkent State University of Law (TSUL)

	Awarding body
	TSUL

	Teaching institution
	TSUL

	Regulatory authority
	Ministry of Justice for legal education provisions 
Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Innovation on general degree provisions 


	Duration of study
	1 year

	Name of final award
	Master in Law

	Programme title
	Master’s in Intellectual Property and Information Technology 

	Programme code
	70420123

	Applicable national qualifications framework
	National Qualifications Framework of Uzbekistan

	Other relevant qualifications frameworks 
	European Qualifications Framework (EQF) Level 7

	Date specification approved by University Council 
	August 2024 



Introduction
This programme specification covers the named Master’s programme in Law at TSUL. TSUL offers a range of programmes at Master’s level and there is a programme specification for each. The detail contained in this document sets out admission requirements for the named subject of study and the overall educational aims and learning outcomes expected of a student who completes the programme at Master’s level in Law from TSUL. The specification also contains the learning and teaching strategies implemented at TSUL, admission requirements, the assessment methods used and criteria followed, what students can expect in terms of support and how quality assurance is monitored and appropriate standards maintained and enhanced. 
The Intellectual Property and Information Technology Master’s programme provides students with the opportunity to research and study this specialist subject at an advanced level. Successfully completing this programme should enable a graduate to embark in a career within this field and/or continue to study at a doctoral level. 

Programme title and awards 
Master’s in Intellectual Property and Information Technology

Accreditation 
This programme has been accredited by the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Innovation. This means that the Law programme complies with the National (Uzbek) Qualifications Framework and related quality requirements and provisions. The programme is subject to the national cyclical accreditation process, every 4 years. 

Admission requirements for programme
Applicants for Master’s programmes at TSUL do not need to take an entrance examination. Admission is determined by reference to the applicant’s results in their Bachelor’s degree (GPA) and the level of achievement in national and internationally recognised foreign language tests. In the event of over subscription for any Master’s programme the applicants are selected based on who has performed to the highest standard. Applicants can only apply for a named Master’s programme specialism if they have studied aspects of that specialism at Bachelor’s level.
Applications are submitted through the portal magistr.edu.uz. The State Commission for Admission to Education Institutions makes a decision about admission based on the examination results. 
Further details can be obtained at: https://lex.uz/docs/-6070845 (The Order of the President of Uzbekistan on Organization of Admission Process for Public Higher Education Institutions, dated June 15 2022).
There is a special admission provision for applicants who have prior learning experience as  senior employees of state agencies or departments. They can apply for admission and are subjected to an interview to assess suitability. If accepted on the programme they only attend lectures online and take the final examinations for the programme modules.

Educational aims and learning outcomes of the programmes 
All of the Master’s programmes at TSUL have core educational aims and learning outcomes and specific learning outcomes relating to the specialist topic of study. The aims and outcomes have been designed to ensure that graduating students reach a minimum acceptable standard in the development of their knowledge, skills and values and are equipped to lead purposeful lives in their subsequent careers. In addition, graduating students on individual Master’s programmes will have developed knowledge, skills and values specific to the specialisation studied. 
The overall educational aims of the Master’s programmes are to:
• provide a flexible and globally relevant approach to studying and researching the law at an advanced level
• further independent learning and life-long learning
• support that learning through providing a resource-rich face to face and/or online learning environment and where applicable on a comparative basis
• support the further development of transferable intellectual skills particularly with a view to possible further study at doctoral level

Program learning outcomes - threshold level subject knowledge, related skills and values/attributes
Knowledge for all master’s programs
Upon completing a Master's program in Law at TSUL, students should be able to:
· Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of key elements of domestic, transnational, and international law relevant to their chosen field(s) of study (PLO I);
· Identify, locate, and critically appraise legal materials, connecting them to contemporary legal problems (PLO II);
· Assimilate extensive legal and non-legal materials, extract key points, and make reasoned judgments on their application to legal problems (PLO III).
Skills for all master’s programs
Upon completing a Master's program in Law at TSUL, students should be able to:
· Reason a legal and a research position in a systematical way through analysis based on appropriate authority and scholarly sources (PLO IV); 
· Effectively apply research methodology to their research issues (PLO V); 
· Deliver key points of the research results to the academic and professional audience in a presentation format (PLO VI);
· Facilitate learners of law through interactive teaching methods (PLO VII). 
Subject specific program learning outcomes for Intellectual Property and Information Technology Law Program
Upon completion of the entire programme, students should be able to:
· Conduct and record legal research in the field of intellectual property and information technology in relation to the laws, procedures and policies applicable to the Republic of Uzbekistan and, as relevant, internationally (PLO VIII); 
· Identify and apply appropriately, in given cases and scenarios, fundamental legal and procedural principles applicable to intellectual property and information technology from domestic and international sources (PLO IX);
· Acquire a range of legal and related skills relevant to intellectual property and information technology including communication, drafting and legal writing, problem-solving and teamwork (PLO X);
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Demonstrate a sound appreciation of the professional responsibilities incumbent on lawyers and the wider ethical considerations surrounding the practice of the law affecting intellectual property and information technology within applicable social, political, cultural and economic contexts (PLO XI).
In addition to the learning outcomes specified for this programme, there are learning outcomes for each module. The module learning outcomes are mapped to meet the program learning outcomes and to show to what extent each contributes to overall learning outcomes of this Bachelor’s programme. On successful completion of this program, a graduating master’s student will therefore have met the learning outcomes set out in this programme specification and of the modules – a combination of required knowledge, skills and value/attributes.

Programme structure
Each Master’s programme, regardless of study topic must contain:
	Academic study modules and related activities

	Hours allocated to modules
	Allocated credit

	Compulsory modules
	875
	35

	Elective modules
	250
	10

	Final state examination
	375
	15



[bookmark: _Hlk150266898]The content and structure of each module, the hours devoted to that study and credit carried by each module are set out in the module catalogue. 

Learning and teaching strategies  
[bookmark: _Hlk150008988]The learning strategy generally of TSUL is to promote an environment which encourages meaningful and active student-centred learning and which also acknowledges the existence of diverse perspectives and approaches to teaching and learning around the world. Programme content is delivered face-to-face and when necessary online and through printed and other electronic means that are accessible, reliable and effective in terms of promoting students’ study and achieving the relevant learning outcomes that have been set for the relevant Master’ programme. At Master’s level considerable emphasis is necessarily placed on independent learning and self-conducted research but supported by academic and other TSUL staff as appropriate and necessary.
Core elements are common to all, as necessary in any study of Law at Master’s level, for example research techniques and academic writing at an advanced level. Each module syllabus sets out the learning outcomes for that module as well as providing advice on studying the module. Further resources and guidance are made available in hard copy and/or online as appropriate to cover particular issues in individual modules. 
Learning and teaching delivery is conducted using a variety of methods. All lectures are delivered online. Students attend at TSUL in person for seminar classes where intensive discussion is expected. Other learning and teaching methods are also used including through the case studies, in student peer group work, using simulated problem-solving and through self-directed but, where necessary, guided study. Hybrid delivery (using a mix of online and face-to-face means) will be used throughout and as appropriate. The emphasis in all of the teaching and learning during the programme is on the active engagement of students in their studies. Emphasis at Master’s level is also on self-directed research and this culminates in the submission of a dissertation in the chosen field of study.

Assessment methods and grading
Assessment methods include a mix, across modules, of seen and unseen examinations, essays, case studies, presentations and other oral formats. 
Formative assessment is used to highlight what a student has done well and identify where future improvements can be made. Students are encouraged to engage with the teacher to discuss feedback and/or any concerns students may have. 
Summative assessment takes place in mid-term examinations and final examinations. 
Mid-term examinations (details of which vary from module to module and are detailed in the applicable module syllabi) carry 40/100 points and final examinations (based on case studies and conducted on the TSUL learning management system in the examination hall) carry 60/100 points. Marks are awarded for all summatively assessed student submissions and feedback is given to explain the mark awarded. 
Assessment criteria for mid-term assessment is devised on a module-by-module basis and details are set out in the applicable assessment rubrics. Criteria for assessment in final examinations is consistent for all final examinations and follows the recommendations of the Ministry of Justice as adapted and approved by the University Council. 
Further details can be obtained at: https://lex.uz/docs/-2935457 (Framework for assessment and grading at Tashkent State University of Law by the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Innovation and the Ministry of Justice, dated April 22 2016)

Dissertation
All Master’s programme students must submit a dissertation on a topic of their choice within a range approved by the relevant TSUL Department and listed on the website: https:/ topic.tsul.uz. The dissertation is submitted at the end of the second semester and is followed by an oral defence. Students must also publish at least one peer-reviewed journal and at least one conference abstract.

Progression
All Master’s students are required to pass all programme modules before graduating.
A student who fails a module or modules can appeal to the Registry Office and the assessment in question will be reviewed by a faculty subject expert. If that appeal is dismissed the student must, if he she or they are to graduate, undertake an intensive course or courses in the relevant module(s) subject(s) which is/are held in May of the year of study. If they fail no more than 3 modules they can take a further intensive course. If they fail any module after this or if they fail more than 3 modules they must join the Master’s student intake for the following academic year where they study and are examined only in the failed modules. 
In addition, if a student fails to attend at least 75% of teaching hours for any module studied they may not take the final examination in that module and must take the intensive course for that module that is offered in May of the year of study. If the student fails any module taken at the end of the intensive course(s), they are subject to the same rules as are set out in the paragraph above depending on the number of modules failed. 
The ethos of TSUL is that every student should be given the opportunity to succeed in their studies.

Student support and guidance
All Master’s students are the responsibility of the Dean’s Office for Master’s and part-time Bachelor students. Staff in this department are trained to care for the academic and personal needs of these students.

Graduate employability and career guidance
This programme specification sets out the outcomes a student can expect to have acquired on graduation and these have been designed, in part, to aid employability prospects. Progressing through their studies students should become equipped with a range of knowledge, skills and values/attributes relevant to the needs of employers and wider society in today’s world and/or to lead on to further study at doctoral level.
TSUL takes seriously the employability and career destination of its students and takes steps to introduce students to the range of job opportunities that exist for Master’s graduates and to assist students to gain experience of work-related activity and, where appropriate, earn an income from part-time employment during their studies.
To this end TSUL has a Careers Department that offers career workshops to all students using, where possible, guest speakers from particular professional backgrounds including members of the judiciary, advocates, prosecutors, notaries, ombudsmen and from other non-legal professions.
The Careers Department also offers individual advice through an online service and has a social media channel which posts job and volunteering opportunities. 

Quality evaluation and enhancement 
TSUL has a range of policies and procedures for evaluating quality and for ensuring that this informs future provision, including making improvements where necessary. The University attempts, at all times, to be transparent in this process so that all relevant stakeholders can access programme specifications, study route details and module form and content along with information and evidence, provided periodically, on outcomes and on issues of quality assurance and related enhancement processes. 
The Department for Quality Assurance of the TSUL conducts an on-going internal monitoring of the programme and based on the evidence collected takes measures to make any necessary improvements. 
Additionally, as part of the accreditation process, the Department for Quality Assurance of the University conducts an internal review, every four years which, in turn, is subject to the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Innovation based on the report the University submits. 
If further clarification on the content of this programme specification is required, please contact the Department for Quality Education at TSUL: b.akmalxonov@tsul.uz
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